SEAFARERS' WELFARE FUND SOCIETY
	Introduction:  In pursuance of the recommendations of a Special Sub-Committee set up by the National Welfare Board for Seafarers as per the provisions under the M.S. Act, a Central Fund called the Seafarers' Welfare Fund Society was constituted with the funds lying with different organizations meant for the welfare of the seamen and is registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 on 16th  November 1964 and as a Trust on 9th April 1966 under the Bombay Public Trust Act 1950 with the sole purpose of providing welfare facilities in general to seamen at ports in India and to seamen engaged as per provisions of section 101 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1958  while at ports abroad and to do all other such things as in the opinion of the society are conductive to the welfare of seamen including aged, invalidated, distressed or destitute seamen or the families of seamen. The general management and the control of business and the affairs of the Society is vested with the Committee of Management (COM) and all the Members of the COM are nominated/appointed by the Central Government (Ministry of Shipping). The Director General of Shipping is the ex-officio Chairman of the Society and the Vice Chairman, Member Secretary, Member Treasurer etc are nominated by the Central Government on the recommendations of the Director General of Shipping.  

         The initial corpus of the society’s funds was formed by way of merger of various other funds and the subsequent receipt of wage differentials received from foreign ship-owners between the international wage and Indian wage for seafarers. This initial corpus together with other income received by the society by way of levy fees through the Government Shipping Office and the welfare contributions received from ship-owners by virtue of the Agreement under the National Maritime Board etc. has substantially increased the funds of the society. These funds are invested and the interest earnings thereon are utilized for meeting the commitments of various welfare schemes operated by the Society. Apart from this, the society is also receiving gratuity funds from the shipping companies to be disbursed to the seamen on retirement and these funds are accounted for separately as the society is only holding these funds in trust for the seamen.   

The main objects of the Society are as under:- 

i)
To provide and maintain a fund by the name of the Seafarers’ Welfare Fund;


ii)
To provide welfare facilities in general to seamen at ports in India and to 
seamen engaged 

                          as per provisions of section 101 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, while at ports abroad;


iii)
To prepare the annual budget of income and expenditure in respect of the Fund for 

                          submission to the Central Government;


iv)
To sanction expenditure from the Fund as necessary subject to such limitations as the 

                          Central Government may from time to time impose;


v)
To acquire by purchase, lease, hire, exchange, gift or otherwise, any movable or immovable

                          property subject to such limitations as the Central Government from time to time impose;


vi)
To sell, lease, mortgage, surrender, exchange, dispose of, or otherwise deal with, all or any 

                          part of the movable or immovable property belonging to the Society or in its possession or 

                          occupation, subject to such limitations as the Central Government may from time to time 

                          impose;


vii)
With the previous approval of the Central Government, to borrow or raise monies with or 

                          without security or on the security of any movable or immovable property belonging to or in 

                          the occupation of the Society;


viii)      To invest in any security or keep in deposit with any bank and otherwise deal with any 

                        moneys of the Society in such manner as may, from time to time, be prescribed by the 

                        Central Government;


ix)       To print, publish and exhibit any books, pamphlets, or posters that may be considered 

                        desirable for the promotion of the objects of the Society;


x)        To appoint, remove, and suspend such manager, officers, clerks, agents, and servants of 

                        the Society, from time to time as may be considered necessary;


xi)       To give pensions, gratuities or charitable aid to employees or ex-employees of the Society 

                        or to their wives, children or other relatives or dependents to make payments towards 

                        insurance and to  form and to contribute to Provident and Benefit Funds for the benefit of any 

                        person employed by the Society or the wives, children or other relatives or dependents of

                        such persons;


xii)      To draw, make, accept, endorse, and discount Cheques, Notes, or other negotiable 

                        instruments;


xiii)      For the purpose of aforesaid, to sign execute and deliver such assurances and deeds as 

                        may be necessary;


xiv)     To pay out of the funds belonging to the Society or out of any particular part of such funds, 

                        all costs, charges and expenses preliminary and incidental to the formation of the Society;


xv)      To do all other such things as in the opinion of the Society, are conducive to the Welfare of

                        Seamen including aged, invalidated, distressed, or destitute seamen or the families of 

                        seamen.

Members – Constitution of the Committee:    The general management and the control of business and the affairs of the Society is vested with the Committee of Management (COM) and all the Members of the COM are nominated/appointed by the Central Government (Ministry of Shipping). The Director General of Shipping is the ex-officio Chairman of the Society and the Vice Chairman, Member Secretary, Member Treasurer etc are nominated by the Central Government on the recommendations of the Director General of Shipping.  

The following persons shall be the members of the Committee: -

         1.
             Director General of Shipping

         2.
             Such Deputy Director General of Shipping as may be nominated by the Director Gen.of Shipping.

         03-04.
Two persons nominated by the Central Government.

         05-06.
Two persons representing Indian Ship-owners nominated by the Central Government.
         07-08.
Two persons representing foreign Ship-owners nominated by the Central Government.

         09. 
One person representing Indian Ship-owners(Public Sector) nominated by the Central

                          Government.

        10-13.
Four persons representing Indian seamen nominated by the Central Government.

        14.
One person representing the Merchant Navy Officers nominated by the Central Government.

        15.
The Secretary of the Committee shall be appointed by the Central Government.
        16.
The treasurer of the Committee will be appointed by the Central Government 

Address (present):  Seafarers' Welfare Fund Society, Commerce House, 1st Floor,
                                Currimbhoy Road, Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400 001. 

Telephone Nos.    : 022-22611625 and 022-22626980

Office bearers of the Seafarers’ Welfare Fund Society :
 Chairman                : Shri Satish B. Agnihotri, IAS, Director General of Shipping & Ex-Officio 
                                  Additional Secretary to Government of India.

 Vice Chairman       : Sri C Rethinadhas, Dy. Director General of Shipping,
                                  Directorate General of Shipping, Jahaz Bhavan, W.H. Marg,  Mumbai-400 001. 

 Member Secretary  : Sri Subhash Barguzer, Shipping Master, Govt. Shipping Office,
                                  Nau Bhavan, R.K. Marg, Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400 001.

 Member Treasurer  : Sri N Ravishankar, Asst Director General of Shipping,
                                   Directorate General of Shipping, Jahaz Bhavan, W.H. Marg, Mumbai-400 001

The Officers of the Seafarers' Welfare Fund Society:
Chief Administrative cum Accounts Officer : Sri C.C.Babu   -  Tel.No.022-22626980

Assistant Administrative Officer : Sri A.H. Nambiar  -  Tel.No.022-22626980


	    WELFARE SCHEMES:   The Society at present runs the following welfare scheme:-   

A - Monthly Ex gratia Monetary Assistance (MEMA): The scheme is in operation since 01.04.1978. 
Eligibility: The seamen registered in the foreign going sector are eligible for the assistance under the scheme after the cancellation of their registration on retirement due to superannuation or voluntary retirement after attaining the age of 50 years & above or permanently disabled and unable to pursue the seafaring profession. The eligible widow/minor children are also eligible for the assistance under the scheme for a maximum period of 12 years from the date of death of such foreign going registered seaman. 
Quantum of the assistance: The assistance @ Rs. 200/- per month is being remitted on a half yearly basis. Procedure for availing the assistance: The eligible seamen are required to submit the following:

a) The application as per appendix-A duly filled in and signed by the applicant.
b) A copy of the registration cancellation order of the seamen.
c) Copy of the page No 7 & 8 of the CDC book
d) A copy of the front page of the bank pass book showing the name and a/c number of the applicant. 
e) A copy of the death certificate of the seaman in case of the application being made by the nominee widow.   
f)    Only such applications that are submitted to the Seafarers’ Welfare Fund Society with in a period of 2 years from the date of cancellation of the registration or death of the seaman as the case may be will be entertained. 
          For continuing to avail the benefits under the scheme, the Life Certificate as given appendix –B is required to be furnished by all beneficiaries in October/November every year. The format of life certificate in case of seaman beneficiaries (appendix–B (i)) and widow beneficiaries (appendix-B(ii)) are given separately. All the beneficiaries are required to furnish the life certificate in the prescribed format duly attested by the Manager of their Bank and also furnish the full particulars of their SB A/c such as Name of the Bank & Branch, A/c No., Branch code, IFSC Code of the branch etc. supported with a Xerox copy of their Bank Pass Book showing the above particulars. The beneficiaries may kindly note that no further payment will be remitted if Life Certificate is not received.   

B - Ex-gratia assistance on death to the widows/dependents of deceased seamen. 

Eligibility: The Exgrata Assistance on Death may be granted to nominee(s) of seamen who have expired or expire on or after 1.1.1993 while in off articled period and who are or were within the age of superannuation at the time of their death and hold or held valid registrations or were serving seamen whose registration were kept in abeyance or cancelled subsequently. The nominee(s) applying for assistance shall be the person(s) in terms of nomination filed with the shipping master, failing which to the widow(s) of the deceased seamen or if the seamen was a bachelor or a widower at the time of his death, to the nominee as per the nomination filed with seamen’s provident fund organization, or lastly to the next of kin as recorded in the Article of Agreement signed immediately prior to his death.

Quantum of the assistance: A  financial assistance of Rs.40,000/- is paid to the widow/dependent of deceased seamen in the foreign going sector with valid registration and who are within the age of superannuation at the time of death which occurs during the off articles period. The assistance is payable by the society only in cases where the widow/dependent concerned has not received any compensation from any other source. The quantum of assistance under the scheme is enhanced from Rs.40,000/- to Rs.50,000/- with effect from 01.04.2011 (i.e., the death should have occurred on or after 01.04.2011). 

Procedure for availing the assistance: The eligible seamen are required to submit the following:

a) The application as per appendix-C duly filled in and signed by the applicant.
b) A copy of the death certificate of the seaman. 
c) Copy of the certificate showing the cause of the death of the seaman.

d) A copy of the registration cancellation order of the seamen.
e) Copy of the page No 7 & 8 of the CDC book
f)    A copy of the front page of the bank pass book showing the name and a/c number of the applicant. 
g) Only such applications that are submitted to the Seafarers’ Welfare Fund Society within a period of 2 years from the date of death of the seaman and the registration cancelled within this 2 year period will be entertained. 
C- Gratuity: In pursuance with the NMB agreement dated 15.03.1986, a procedural arrangement was made for funding the general roaster gratuity with the SWFS. The shipping companies are depositing the gratuity dues of the seamen on a voyage to voyage basis on completion of the voyage with the society. The amounts so received are held by the society in trust for the seamen and are paid to the concerned seaman after retirement/cessation of the seafaring profession for whatever reason along with the interest at the rates as approved by the Committee of Management of the Society. The seamen on the company roaster are being paid the gratuity dues directly by the shipping companies. If the gratuity dues of company roaster seamen are deposited with the society, the same is also dealt with as the gratuity dues of the seamen on general roaster.    
Procedure for receiving the gratuity dues: The eligible seamen are required to submit the following:

a) The application as per appendix-D duly filled in and signed by the applicant.
b) Original CDC book.
c) A copy of the registration cancellation order of the seamen where applicable.
d) A copy of the death certificate of the seaman if the application is made by the nominee widow. 
e) A copy of the front page of the bank pass book showing the name and a/c number of the applicant. 
    Procedure being followed by the SWFS in disbursing the gratuity dues:  
          On receipt of the application for gratuity complete in all respect along with all the requirements from the seaman/nominee widow, the SWFS is making the payment of the gratuity dues that are already deposited with them by the Shipping Companies to the applicant along with the interest at the rates approved by the Committee of Management of the society. If it is observed that the gratuity in respect of any voyage/voyages are not deposited by one or more shipping companies as per the entries of voyages appearing in the CDC book, the original CDC book is sent to such shipping companies for collection of the gratuity dues and on receipt of the gratuity dues from such shipping companies, the same is paid to the applicant. The original CDC book is returned to the applicant along with the last payment.      
D – Adhoc Ex-gratia Financial Assistance:  A  one time financial assistance of Rs. 5000/- in respect of foreign-going seamen and Rs. 3000/- in respect of Home Trade seamen in the event of their death while in service. This scheme stands dispensed with effect from 01.04.2011 (i.e., for cases where the death of the seamen is on or after 01.04.2011). 

E – Educational Scholarship Scheme:  The scheme stands dispensed with effect from 01.04.2011. However, applications received for the academic year 2010-11 up to 31.05.2011 will only be considered. 
         The Society has been engaging itself in purely charitable and welfare activities devoted to seamen and their families spread all over the country. 


	 Citizen's Charter 
Sl.
No.
Item
Name of Nodal Officer
Designation
Tel. No.
E-mail
Location IFC/ Address of Nodal Officer
1.
Citizen Charter
Shri C.C. Babu
Chief Administrative cum Accounts Officer
22626980
chavalichinababu@yahoo.co.in
Commerce House, 1st floor, Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400001.
*2.
Information Facilitation Counter.
 
*3.
PGRAM
 

 *Sl. No. 2 & 3 - The queries on various claims under the welfare schemes are mostly through post/courier/phone and in person on a few occasions. Such queries are promptly attended to and replies prepared by concerned staff working in the sections and the same are dispatched. On account of limitations of this office, separate counter/system has not been opened/evolved for Sl. No. 2 & 3. 
I.       Welfare Schemes 
1.
Monthly Exgratia Monetary Assistance (MEMA) amounting to Rs.1,200/- on half yearly basis to the foreign going registered seamen and/or to eligible dependents.
25 days required to clear the applications. However, payment is made on half yearly basis after the approval for such payment is made by the Committee of Management depending upon the availability of funds.
2.
Exgratia Assistance @ Rs.40,000/- (Rs.50,000/- w.e.f. 01.04.2011) on death to the widows/ dependents of deceased foreign going registered  seamen while off articled period.
45 days are required subject to submission of requisite documents along with the application.
3.
Gratuity payments to seamen/ dependents after retirement.
45 days are required subject to submission of requisite documents along with the application.
 II.      Misc. Services 
1.
Issue of receipts against cheque payments received by SWFS.
15 days
2.
Issue of replies to the general queries.
20 days
3.
Calling further details on applications if required.
20 days


	back to main autonomous bodies





APPENDIX – A

(PLEASE FILL UP ALL DETAILS LEGIBLY IN CAPITAL LETTERS ONLY)

INCOMPLETE APPLICATION & WITHOUT THE REQUIRED ENCLOSURES    MENTIONED BELOW WOULD CAUSE DELAY IN PROCESSING YOUR CASE & PAYMENTS.

APPLICATION No._____________

SEAFARERS’   WELFARE    FUND     SOCIETY

Commerce House, Currimbhoy Road, Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400 001.

APPLICATION FORM FOR EXGRATIA MONETARY ASSISTANCE

1. 
Seaman’s Name____________________________________________________

                                    (In Full as per CDC Book)

     
Dependant’s Name____________________________Relationship____________




         (In case of Deceased Seaman)

2.
Address___________________________________________________________


     
____________________________________________________________

3.Relevant particulars of seaman :

	CDC No
	Regn. No.
	Date/Year of Birth
	Last Ship
	Last Date of Discharge

	
	
	
	
	

	Roster
	Category
	Ref. No. & Date of

Cancellation of Registration
	Reason for Cancellation

	
	
	
	

	If deceased , Date & Place of Death:


4. Names of Nominees to whom payment should continue on death of applicant (Please name 2 persons i.e. wife and minor children in order of priority).



Name


Date of Birth


Relationship

I
___________________________________________________________________

II
___________________________________________________________________

5. Please credit to my S.B. A/c. No.__________________________________________

   Bank , Branch and its full Address ________________________________________

Note:       (i)
Please attach Original Death Certificate in case the applicant is a widow.

(ii) In case, the applicant is the widow, the SB A/c.should be in her Single  name in full only and case of applicant seaman , the SB A/c. may be opened in the name of seaman (Name as per CDC Book) or joint A/c. with his nominee wife.

(iii) Please submit Xerox copies of pages 7 & 8 of CDC Book.

(iv) The Signature / Thumb impression of the applicant on this prescribed application form must be attested by a Gazetted Officer or Manager of the Bank with which A/c. is held. 

(v) An attested copy of Applicant’s Bank Pass Book indicating name of beneficiary, Bank’s Name & Address, SB A/c. No.etc. (The account should be preferably with SBI Branches).

(vi)  The applicant must submit life certificate once in every 12 months from the date of application.

Place:___________


Attested By             

Date:___________               Seal of  Attesting Authority           
Applicant’s Signature

________________________________________________________________________      



FOR  S.W.F.S. OFFICE USE ONLY



Eligible From ______________ To _____________

Initials of Dealing Asstt. / O.S.

Approved by Authorised Signatory.                  

APPENDIX – B(i)

               FORMAT OF THE LIFE CERTIFICATE FOR SEAMAN BENEFICIARIES
SEAFARERS’ WELFARE FUND SOCIETY, COMMERCE HOUSE, 
IST FLOOR,CURRIMBHOY ROAD, BALLARD ESTATE,

MUMBAI. – 400 001.






LIFE CERTIFICATE

CDC No. _______________________

I have seen personally today Shri   ________________________ CDC No. ______________ who is a beneficiary under the Monthly Ex-Gratia Monetary Assistance scheme of Seafarers’ Welfare Fund Society, Mumbai.  His photo/ Signature /Thumb Impression is attested.  In appearance he/she is about __ years old.  It is certified that  Shri   ________ ___________  is alive on this date.

Signature/Thumb Impression.

SB A/c. No._________________________________

Branch Code / IFSC Code._____________________

Place:

Date:






Attesting Authority with official seal.









     Bank / Branch
Note:  The Certificate should be attested by the manager of the beneficiary’s Bank only. 

APPENDIX – B(ii)
FORMAT OF THE LIFE CERTIFICATE FOR WIDOW BENEFICIARIES

SEAFARERS’ WELFARE FUND SOCIETY, COMMERCE HOUSE,
 IST FLOOR, CURRIMBHOY ROAD, BALLARD ESTATE,

MUMBAI. – 400 001.






LIFE CERTIFICATE

CDC No. _______________________

I have seen personally today Smt.___________________ «Wd_of» Late seaman Shri________________________ CDC No. ______________ who is a beneficiary under the Monthly Ex-Gratia Monetary Assistance scheme of Seafarers’ Welfare Fund Society, Mumbai.  Her photo/Signature /Thumb Impression is attested.  In appearance she is about __ years old.  It is certified that Smt.__________________ «Wd_of» Late seaman Shri_____________ ___________  is alive on this date.

Signature/Thumb Impression.

SB A/c. No._________________________________

Branch Code / IFSC Code._____________________

Place:

Date: 






Attesting Authority with official seal.









     Bank / Branch
Note:  The Certificate should be attested by the manager of the beneficiary’s Bank only. 

APPENDIX – C

SEAFARERS’ WELFARE FUND SOCIETY,

COMMERCE HOUSE, CURRIMBHOY ROAD,

BALLARD ESTATE,

MUMBAI 400 001.

APPLICATION FORM FOR EXGRATIA ASSISTANCE ON DEATH TO WIDOWS/DEPENDENTS.

1. Seaman’s Name                ________________________________________________

2. Applicant’s Name             ______________________________Relationship________

3. Residentaila Address        ________________________________________________

4. Relevant Particulars:

	CDC No.
	REGN.NO.
	DATE/YEAR OF BIRTH
	LAST SHIP
	LAST DATE OF DISCHARGE

	
	
	
	
	

	ROSTER
	CATEGORY
	REGISTRATION CANCELLATION ORDER NO. & DATE:

	
	
	

	DATE OF DEATH.
	PLACE OF DEATH.
	CAUSE OF DEATH.
	
	WHETHER FG/HT.

	
	
	
	
	


NOTE:  ( i ) Please attach attested copies of Death  Certificate/Registration Cancellation Order.

       ( ii ) Please mention whether Exgratia Assistance on Death is received from any other source.

PLACE:

DATE:                                                                (SIGNATURE OF THE APPLICANT)

The above application has been checked and the Applicant widow/minor child/parent,  Smt./Kum./Shri_________________________________________  is eligible for Exgratia Assistance on Death of Rs.40,000/-.

APPENDIX – D

SEAFARERS’ WELFARE FUND SOCIETY,

COMMERCE HOUSE, CURRIMBHOY ROAD,

BALLARD ESTATE,

MUMBAI 400 001.

Application Form For Gratuity Settlement

From
________________



________________



________________

To

________________



________________

Dear Sir,
          

Sub:- Service Gratuity


Name

___________________________________



CDC No.
______________
Regn.No. ____________




Roster______________

Category. ___________



Date of birth
  __________.

I wish to submit that I am over 50 years of age now / I am below the age of retirement but declared unfit permanently by the Medical Officer of Ms.___________________________ _____on __________________________ and no more sea jobs are offered to me / I have retired voluntarily on completion of 5 years sea service. I was last discharged on ___________________ ex.m.v.________________.


My Registration Book has already been cancelled by the Director, Seamen’s Employment Office vide his Order No.______________ dt.___________.


I now request you to kindly pay me my Service Gratuity dues at an early date. Eclosed please find CDC / Service details for the purpose.








Yours faithfully,

Encl: CDC / Service details.



   (Applicant)
Affix





Passport Size Photo








Affix





Passport Size Photo
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